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On the othei hand, that officer is altogether unwise who ignores the missionary* An officer who disregards any souice of mfoimation in respect to the customs and feelings of the people is unwise ; and inasmuch as the missionary has special oppoitumties of contact with the people, there is special unwisdom in keeping him aloof The missionary, however, when he is found to be a good and trustworthy man, ought to be far more than a source of information to the Government officer He can be a most useful coadjutor Not only his educational work, but also the beneficent aims which animate all his mteicourse with the people, are such as to bring him thoroughly into line with a devoted seivant of Government
To me it has always appeared intensely unsatisfactory to find a Government officer and a missionaiy standing aloof from one another and regarding one anothei with suspicion and dislike. Such a state of things has seemed to me to indicate that one or othei of these two was in that respect at least unfitted for the position winch he occupied Of late years, when the country has been visited with plague and famine, the Government has been under special obligation to the missionaries for the wonderful and devoted work which they have done ; and in not a few cases the value of that work has been publicly recognised by the Government of India and by the reigning sovereign
In Nagpur, where I was stationed for many years, I joined the native Church and became an office-bearer in the congregation, I had regularly to visit a ceitam pait of the congregation, along with another member of the Kirk Session, who was an Indian This enabled me to know intimately the Christian families of the place and their concerns; and I acquired an admiration for the earnestness, simplicity, and high character of many of the native Christians Our first pastor was the Rev, Mr. Timothy, who began life as a soldier in the 7th Madras Infantry, and looked forward to promotion m the army, as young native soldiers do. At the age of sixteen or seventeen., when a bright, intelligent lad, he was stationed at Raipur, about a hundred and sixty miles from Nagpur, There he met